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Due to rising food costs, particularly meat products, room and board rates at the 
University of Montana \.;ill be increased beginning fall quarter 1973, according to U~-1 
Administrative Vice President George L. r·.Ji tche 11. 
''Because of a 66 per cent increase in the cost of meat alone, we were forced into 
adjusting our rate," Mitchell said. 
The increase, approved by the Board of Regents at their Sept. 10 meeting, is the 
first rate hike since 1971, although the cost of living has spiraled, he added. 
The room and board rate will increase from $3.08 to $3.31, a rise of 23 cents per 
day or from $749 to $804 (7.34 per cent) on an annual basis. 
The rate hike is in addition to a previously authorized nine per cent increase granted 
this spring. 
"The Cost of Living Council has issued final regulations for Phase IV of the economic 
stabilization program and as was true in the proposed rules, tuition and other charges of 
colleges are exempt from controls," the Dr·I vice president explained. 
"We are not alone in this problem,'' ~1itchell said, adding "the impact of rising food 
costs on school budgets is dramatized in a recent report by the University of rtassachusetts. 
"Their study shm.;ed a 35.9 per cent increase in food prices on the wholesale market, 
which translated into a 19.3 per cent increase in food service costs. 
"We are experiencing the same thing. Our wholesale cost of canned goods has increased 
20 per cent over last year and the price of eggs has risen a total of 131 per cent. 
"Our rate increase came only after extensive consideration and implementation of cost 
reduction options--our current estimates are regarded as conservative and contain little 
or no margin for error," Hitchell stated. 
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